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will like it." Yet she was no sultana. Even Mr. Greville
learned to wince at " a fresh correspondence with Lady
Palmerston about The Times attacking her husband."

But whilst he drafted on in London or pressed Russell
to build forts at Plymouth and raise " some dormant but
partially trained force of the nature of a militia or landwehr"
the Government was suddenly defeated. John Russell
resigned with almost evident relief. Ten days of wild
confusion followed. As Punch observed, " everybody went
to call upon everybody. The hall porters were never known
to have had such a time of it, but though knocking and
ringing at doors continued throughout the whole day,
nothing seemed to answer." The Tories were tried first and
failed. The ball returned to Russell, who played it smartly
to Lord Aberdeen; and for a day or so the Whigs attempted
a Coalition with the Peelites. Since their bereavement this
accomplished group had joined the melancholy ranks of
political widowhood. Their weeds were most becoming, and
their fidelity was quite undoubted. Relicts are often hard to
please; and though John Russell wooed discreetly, the
projected Coalition failed. But whilst it lasted, Palmerston
was gravely endangered, since the Crown was almost as much
concerned with his exclusion as with the search for ministers.
The Queen insisted on his removal from the Foreign Office;
Lord John concurred and seemed inclined to send him to
Dublin or the House of Lords; and Palmerston, who had
refused to go, spoke moodily of retiring from business at his
age. The Tories tried again; and his shadow still perturbed
the Court. For the unprincipled man had friends on both
sides, and Albert was tortured by the horrid fear that " Lord
Palmerston had often so much secret understanding with
Disraeli that he might be tempted with the bait of keeping
the Foreign Office." There had been mysterious overtures;
the Danish minister carried messages between them in
diplomatic French; and a shocked Tory warned his leader
that the unhallowed union threatened the sacred cause of
Protection, since Palmerston's prediction that " when you
see the river Exe running up from the sea to Tiverton . . .